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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HULTGREN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 16, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY 
HULTGREN to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

RICHARD ALBERO’S 1,150-MILE 
WALK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a man who has literally 
walked the walk in support of our Na-
tion’s wounded warriors. 

Mr. Speaker, 65-year-old Richard 
Albero, a former Naval officer and 
math teacher from Dunedin, Florida, 
recently completed an 86-day, 1,150- 
mile walk from home plate at 
Steinbrenner Field in Tampa during a 
spring training game to home plate at 

Yankee Stadium in New York City. He 
did so to honor his fallen nephew. Rich-
ard’s nephew, Gary, worked at the 
World Trade Center and lost his life in 
the 9/11 attacks. 

In addition to honoring his nephew, 
Richard also chose to do something 
very special. He walked to raise money 
for the Wounded Warrior Project. His 
goal was to raise $25,000. 

During Richard’s trek up the East 
Coast, which began on March 2, he 
went through six pairs of shoes. He suf-
fered blisters on his feet and traveled 
over countless hills and endured the 
many elements, yet Richard never gave 
up. 

Very recently, just a few weeks ago, 
he completed his walk, arriving at 
Yankee Stadium to a cheering crowd. 
Along the way, Richard blew past his 
goal for raising money and raised 
$55,000 for the Wounded Warrior 
Project. 

Mr. Speaker, Richard’s nephew would 
be most proud and the Members of this 
body should be most proud as well as 
we reflect on and remember those who 
lost their lives and those who pay trib-
ute to them today, those like Richard 
Albero. 

May God bless Mr. Albero. May God 
bless our men and women in uniform 
who protect us each and every day. And 
may God bless these United States. 

f 

TRANSPORTATION FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there is a tremendous crisis facing 
America, but it is not one you hear 
much about on Capitol Hill. It is kill-
ing hundreds of people a year, injuring 
thousands more. It is crippling Amer-
ica’s global standing, as we have fallen 
in the world ranking from number 1 
down to 27 and falling further. It is 

having a profound effect on our global 
economic competitiveness, while cost-
ing American families hundreds of dol-
lars a year in extra expenses. 

Of course, it is complicating the lives 
of American business and families by 
losing millions of hours that otherwise 
could be put to productive work, at ex-
ercise, or with their families, and on 
the job. 

If it were any other subject, there 
would be cries of outrage and alarm 
and calls for action. You would see a 
flurry of action here on Capitol Hill. 

Sadly, this decline, this cost, this 
damage is the result of our very real 
infrastructure crisis, a crisis to which 
Congress has been indifferent at best 
and negligent at worse. 

Despite countless examples of the 
crying need for infrastructure invest-
ment, Congress has been paralyzed, 
trying to pay for 2015 costs of infra-
structure with 1993 dollars. Congress 
has not taken any systematic action 
since 1993, and the time has long since 
passed for action. 

Thirty-three short-term extensions 
of transportation finance is not a sub-
stitute for action. No nation became 
great building its infrastructure 9 
months at a time. 

To be fair, there are people on Cap-
itol Hill who do care about this and 
have proposed action: 

My friend and colleague PETER DEFA-
ZIO, the ranking member on the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee, has proposed a barrel tax on pe-
troleum. He has proposed a financial 
fee on transactions, both of which 
would go a long way toward solving 
this problem. 

My Ways and Means colleagues JIM 
RENACCI and BILL PASCRELL have pro-
posed a mechanism that would be a 
failsafe, that if Congress didn’t act to 
fund infrastructure, the gas tax would 
be indexed and increased. 

Our Maryland colleague JOHN 
DELANEY has identified vast sums of 
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